“youth about

heirnees

This is one of & series of art!-
cles about agencies working
In partharship with the United
Way of Grester Waterbury.

BY LAURESHA XHIKAN .
RE?UBLICAN-AMFQI%N

WATERBURY ~ Earlier
this year, about 1,000 Water-
bury young people were

asked . approximately . 200

yuestions 10 help. leaders
- evaeluate ' their programs
come up with ideas that will

offer ideas about what can
be done to provide youths
with more of these axsets.

" Andrew .Roberts, YMCA
executive director and Pre-
vention Policy Board execu-
tive committes: member,
said the Idea is Yor all agen-
cies to work with together in

preventing drug and elcohol

" abuge, risky sexual behsvior
and criminal behavior.
The developmental asset
survey, Robexts said, will
“help the Prevention Policy
Board detcrrnine how many
of the assets, city kids have.
_The more they heve, the
more likely they are tn he-

cotne successful adults by
staying away from risky be-
havior, -

"Roberts said the survey

will elso tell the Prevention

Policy Beard what new pro-
grams can be implemented
to keep youth away from
risky behavicr. _

The Prevention Policy
Board was fotmed eeveral
years ago with the idea of
having local organizagons

‘work together - 1o assist

young people and their fami-
Les, .

That includes ensuring
‘there are mno duplication of

- services, . helping agencies

team up in federal and state

help leaders.de a better job..  grant applications to bring
" At a Youth Swmmit next more resources to the city,
week, 3 grOUD  ammraseen o  CONduCTing
of represesiter “THE GOAL WAS Bl
tives ... from assess needs,
youth-service TO DEVELOP A and then de-
agencies will JRSelyivield | velop pro-
relegts‘e f%}h; } LANGUAGE AND A - emrrtls m o
. results o # mee oEe
survey. _COMMON PLAN. needs.

Ry RO JOANKNE REYNOLDS- United
will not only JRE=TVNENHaTA . Way - of
describe  the POk Greater 'Wa-
50 .organiza- terbury wes
tions that _instrumental
meke up the - ! : in the devél-
Prevention -~ - " - . opmentofthe '
Palicy Board and the sup- board, end along with Cop-
port it récoives from family, necticut Commupity Foun-
friends, schools and their dation is one of the board's
surroundings, but it will also . two financial supporters. In

the past three years United
Way has invested $75,000 i1
the board, which is coordi-
nated by the Waterbury
Youth Services.

“The goal was to develop &
common language and a
common pian,” said JoAune
Reynolds-Balanda, director
of services for United Way.

Members of the board, in-
clude the mayor's office,
Greater Waterbury YMCA,

Waterbury schocdls, Watar- -

buty Pclice’ Department,

- Family Services, Cunnecti-

cut Jupdor Republic, and
mésy more. _

Survey asking -
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